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In 2007, Deb and Bob Shaw visited Humane Society 
Silicon Valley’s former Santa Clara shelter to face Deb’s 
fear that animals were possibly being mistreated in 
animal shelters. What they saw was very different. The 
semi-retired Los Gatos couple were deeply touched 
to see the care and love animals received there and 
became involved from that moment forward. Then, when 
they visited HSSV’s new Animal Community Center in 
Milpitas in 2018, they were blown away.

“It was a true, heartfelt mission,” Deb says. 

Always animal lovers, their love and appreciation for 
animals deepened after Deb survived three strokes 
starting in 2016. Their wire fox terriers, Scout and 
Harlow, were key to her recovery. “It’s amazing what it 
does to your heart and soul to be able to have your pet 
in bed with you and stay there for a while,” Deb says. “It 
really enriches the mind, soul, and body to get better. It 
truly did for me.” 

When making decisions about their will, they decided 
to fund an endowment at HSSV with their planned gift. 
They wanted to create an endowment fund because 
HSSV is “always there for animals.” And with their 
future endowment, designed to fund the rescue and 
rehabilitation of dogs, Deb and Bob will always be there 
for them, too. 

“We thought, ‘Where is our money going to go that 
means the most to us?’ It was important to us, leaving an 
endowment to HSSV,” Deb says.

Philanthropically minded, Deb and Bob also recently 
launched their nonprofit, Champion the Challenges, 
offering resources for stroke survivors and their families.

If you are interested in setting up a gift agreement 
for an endowment fund, please contact 
Bridget Keenan at bridget.keenan@hssv.org or 
(408) 942-3006. 
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What Matters Most to You?

We are a changed community, forced to slow down by 
the events of the past year. It’s been a time of reflection, 
about who we are and who we want to be. What we 
believe in and how we can change the world. 

As we move further into 2021, it’s a great time to think 
about how we can make our lives and our communities 
stronger and more connected. One way to move ahead 
and shape the future is by developing a personal values 
inventory to guide our decisions. 

This can help you define and prioritize what’s most 
important, as well as identify areas to develop further. 
An inventory allows you to:

Create a sense of belonging. A shared history or 
similar interests help you identify others like you. If 
you believe in Humane Society Silicon Valley’s mission, 
where can you extend your connection? Focus on “we,” 
not “me.”

Find purpose and meaning. Your skills and 
talents can lead to exciting opportunities to help 
others. Share your passions with your loved ones or 
organizations that can benefit, such as HSSV.

PUT YOUR VALUES INTO ACTION

Dream big. Use your values to set goals—whether 
for this year or 10 years from now. Involve others to 
amplify your impact.

Deepen your values through philanthropy. 
Weaving the two can make a significant difference 
for organizations that are close to your heart. Explore 
creative ways to give back. If you don’t have the budget 
to help today, a future gift to HSSV can be a meaningful 
way to help in the years to come.

Feel Good About Giving Back
Finding your value match is a powerful exercise 
that can help you feel good about your place in 
the community and the world. To discuss ways 
you can help HSSV in the future, please contact us.

3 Steps to Strengthen 
Your Core Values
1.  Brainstorm values, focusing on three 

to five that are most important to you.
2.  Write down your values and share 

them with your family.
3.  Put your values into action in your 

daily life.



THE POWER  
OF PERCENTAGES

If you ask your spouse or family member the value of 
their estate, you’ll likely be met with a blank stare. This 
can make deciding exactly how much to leave your loved 
ones, and cherished organizations, difficult—especially 
because the value of your estate fluctuates throughout 
your lifetime. 

Instead of leaving a specific amount to family or Humane 
Society Silicon Valley in your will or other estate 
document, consider leaving a percentage. 

HOW IT WORKS
Leaving HSSV a percentage of your estate can be done in 
two simple ways: Through a gift in your will or trust, or 
by naming HSSV as a beneficiary of your retirement plan 
account or other assets. In just a few steps, you can make a 
lasting difference for homeless animals in our community.  

EVERY GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE
At HSSV, every gift makes a difference as we strive save  
lives and enhance the human-animal bond. Whether your 
gift is 1% or 100% of your estate, you can feel confident  
your legacy will endure for generations to come. 

 

A Gift in Your Will or Trust

1.    Contact us or return the enclosed reply 
form to request sample language you 
can use to make a gift.

2.    Make an appointment with your attorney 
to create or update your will or trust.

Naming HSSV as a Beneficiary

1.  Log on to your provider’s website.

2.  Update your beneficiaries, 
including the percentage you’d 
like each to receive. Or, print the 
form and return it in the mail.

3.    Notify us of your intention so we can thank you and ensure your gift is used as  
you intend.

To learn more about percentage giving and 
the impact you can make at HSSV, contact 
Bridget Keenan at bridget.keenan@hssv.org 
or (408) 942-3006. We are happy to discuss 
the impact you can make on our community. 

 
DON’T HAVE A WILL?
HSSV has partnered 
with FreeWill to give our 
supporters access to a  
FREE online will planning 
tool. Visit freewill.com/hssv 
to learn more. As always,  
we recommend  
consulting with an estate 
planning attorney to  
make sure your wishes  
are properly formalized.



Office of Gift Planning 
Humane Society Silicon Valley
901 Ames Ave. 
Milpitas, CA 95035 
(408) 262-2133 x198 
legacygiving@hssv.org
hssv.mylegacygift.org

HOW YOUR  
ESTATE PLAN  
HELPS OTHERS PLAN
Talking about estate planning may be uncomfortable, but it’s critically 
important for those you leave behind. Your estate plan serves as a 
testament to who you are, your values, and your legacy. Communicating 
your plan clearly and honestly with your loved ones gives you and them 
peace of mind.

By making your future plans known, you’re not only ensuring your 
wishes are carried out, you’re helping your loved ones plan for their 
futures as well. Some children may be hoping for an inheritance from you 
to fund their own children’s education or buy a house. Sharing your plans 
allows them to make their future plans accordingly.

If you’ve included a gift to Humane Society Silicon Valley in your estate 
plan, please let us know. Like your loved ones, it helps us plan for our 
future so we can better meet our most pressing needs. More than half 
of people who leave charitable gifts in their wills do not notify the 
organization, leaving the charity at risk for not receiving the gift. When 
you tell us about your gift, you also join a committed group of supporters 
in our Heritage Society.

Are We in Your Plans?
If you have listed HSSV in your estate plan and have not yet 
notified us, please let us know by using the enclosed reply form, 
or contact Bridget Keenan at (408) 942-3006. We are happy to 
honor your wishes regarding anonymity.

SHOW THEM  
YOU CARE
Learn more about planning 
for your family’s future in 
the FREE guide A Personal 
Record: Estate Planning You 
Can Do at Home. Just return 
the enclosed reply form 
today to receive this helpful 
organizer tool!

Information contained herein was accurate at the 
time of printing. The information in this publication is 
not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, 
please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited 
in any examples are for illustrative purposes only. 
References to tax rates include federal taxes only and 
are subject to change. State law may further impact 
your individual results.


