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From the first moment Mallory stepped off our transport 
bus, she impressed our staff with how mellow and 
affectionate she was. But it was clear that the 125-pound 
Great Dane was in need of medical attention.

As beautiful as Mallory was, she was also dirty, covered 
in ticks, and had a huge mammary mass. She appeared 
to have been bred many times. And when a veterinary 
technician accidentally dropped a metal bowl near her 
and Mallory did not respond, it became clear that she was 
deaf. Our medical team got to work right away.

The day after arriving, Mallory was brought into surgery. 
First, she was spayed, ensuring that she would never 
again go through the risks of giving birth to another 
litter. Our medical team also removed the mass on her 
mammary gland and submitted it for examination. It was a 
long day of surgery, but it would just be a matter of time 
before Mallory started feeling better.

A few days later, the results about her mass came back. 
The lesion was cancerous, but luckily it didn’t appear 
that the cancer had spread. It also appeared to be solar-
induced, which meant Mallory had a longer survival rate. 
Her new family would have to be careful about spending 
long periods of time with her in the sun, but we knew she 
would make an amazing companion.

After just two days on our adoption floor, Mallory 
caught the eye of her new family. They previously had 
a deaf Great Dane, and were looking for another one to 
join their family and fill the Great Dane-sized hole in 
their lives.

We are incredibly grateful to have been able to provide 
Mallory with the care she needed and find her a  
perfect new home. Thank you for helping us give  
her a second chance!
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SEEING HSSV IN ACTION 
FILLED DONORS’ HEARTS 

In 2007, Deb and Bob Shaw visited Humane Society 
Silicon Valley’s former Santa Clara shelter to 
face Deb’s fear that animals were possibly being 
mistreated in animal shelters. What they saw was 
very different than the fear. The semi-retired Los 
Gatos couple was deeply touched to see the care and 
love animals received there, and became involved 
from that moment forward. Then, when they visited 
HSSV’s new Animal Community Center in Milpitas in 
2018, they were blown away.

“It was a true, heartfelt mission,” Deb says. 

Always animal lovers, their love and appreciation for 
animals deepened after Deb survived three strokes 
starting in 2016. Their wire fox terriers, Scout and 
Harlow, were key to her recovery. “It’s amazing what 
it does to your heart and soul to be able to have your 
pet in bed with you and stay there for a while,” Deb 
says. “It really enriches the mind, soul, and body to 
get better. It truly did for me.” 

When making decisions about their will, they 
decided to fund an endowment at HSSV with their 
planned gift. They wanted to create an endowment 
fund because HSSV is “always there for animals.” And 
with their future endowment, designed to fund 
the rescue and rehabilitation of dogs, Deb and 
Bob will always be there for them, too. 

 “We thought, ‘Where is our money going to go that 
means the most to us?’ It was important to us, leaving 
an endowment to HSSV,” Deb says.

Being philanthropically minded, Deb and Bob also 
recently launched their own nonprofit Champion the 
Challenges, offering resources for stroke survivors 
and their families.

Give From the Heart
If you are interested in setting up a gift 
agreement for an endowment fund, please 
contact Cat Connor-Moore at (408) 262-2133 
x170, or cat.connormoore@hssv.org.

Bob and Deb Shaw

—Deb Shaw

That’s the heart and soul of 
why Bob and I support HSSV, 
because animals are a part 
of our lives. Animals were a 

part of what is curing me and 
making me live a better life.



What Matters Most to You?

As we rebuild our lives during the pandemic, we can 
make them stronger, more connected. One way to 
move ahead and shape the future is by developing a 
personal values inventory to guide our decisions. 

This can help you define and prioritize what’s most 
important, as well as identify areas to develop 
further. An inventory allows you to:

Create a sense of belonging. A shared history or 
similar interests help you identify others like you. 
If you believe in Humane Society Silicon Valley’s 
mission, where can you extend your connection? 
Focus on “we,” not “me.” 

Find purpose and meaning. Your skills and 
talents can lead to exciting opportunities to help 
others. Share your passions with your loved ones 
or organizations that can benefit from them, such 
as HSSV.

Dream big. Use your values to set goals—whether 
for this year or 10 years from now. Involve others 
to amplify your impact.

PUT YOUR VALUES INTO ACTION

Deepen your values through philanthropy. 
Weaving the two can make a significant difference 
for organizations that are close to your heart. Explore 
creative ways to give back. If you don’t have the 
budget to help today, a future gift to HSSV can be a 
meaningful way to help in the years to come.

Feel Good About Giving Back
Finding your value match is a powerful exercise 
that can help you feel good about your place 
in the community and the world. To discuss 
ways you can help homeless pets in the future, 
please contact us.

Want to give a meaningful legacy 
gift without rewriting your trust? 
You can simply make HSSV a 
beneficiary of your 401(k), Roth IRA,  
or donor advised fund.

3 Steps to Strengthen 
Your Core Values
1.  Brainstorm values, focusing on three 

to five that are most important to you.
2.  Write down your values and share 

them with your family.
3.  Put your values into action in your 

daily life.

Sample personal inventories can be found 
online and adapted for your situation.

TIP:



Office of Gift Planning 
Humane Society Silicon Valley
901 Ames Ave. 
Milpitas, CA 95035 
(408) 262-2133 x198 
legacygiving@hssv.org
hssv.mylegacygift.org

PLANNING FOR YOUR 
PETS THROUGH PET 
GUARDIANSHIP
Have you made arrangements for your pet’s future care should you 
become unable to provide it yourself? Planning for this possibility ahead 
of time is one of the greatest acts of devotion we can show our pets.

If you don’t have a friend, relative, or neighbor who can commit to 
your pet(s) with 100% certainty, Humane Society Silicon Valley’s Pet 
Guardianship Program is here for you, or can be your back up plan. We 
will ensure that your pets will receive expert medical care, enrichment, 
and companionship while they are with us, with the ultimate goal of 
placing them in a loving home where they will thrive. You can enjoy 
enormous peace of mind knowing you have this critical plan in place.

By filling out a simple biography (including medical history) for each 
pet, you save those closest to you from having to guess their precise 
needs. Regardless of their age or health, once they are enrolled in Pet 
Guardianship, HSSV commits to your pets as an absolute priority. 
In return, you commit to HSSV by naming us as a beneficiary in 
your will or trust, life insurance policy, IRA, or similar account. This 
unique partnership also includes the opportunity for you to direct your 
future meaningful gift toward an area of our work that most inspires you.

Take the Next Step
Enrollment in the Pet Guardianship Program is easy! Contact 
Bridget Keenan at bridget.keenan@hssv.org to complete yours 
and secure peace of mind that your pet will always receive the 
best quality care.

HOW DO YOU 
WANT TO BE 

REMEMBERED?
Our FREE resource  

7 Questions to Help Build 
Your Legacy is more than 
just a worksheet. It’s a time 
capsule. It’s your story. It’s 
a gift to those who mean 

the most to you. Return the 
enclosed reply form or email 
us at legacygiving@hssv.org 

to request your copy.

Information contained herein was accurate at the 
time of printing. The information in this publication is 
not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, 
please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited 
in any examples are for illustrative purposes only. 
References to tax rates include federal taxes only and 
are subject to change. State law may further impact 
your individual results.


